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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois
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HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--September 25, 1986--When Ted Ivarie went to Canada he took with
him the economic interests of 13 east-central Illinois organizations.
Ivarie, Dean of the College of Business at Eastern Illinois University, participated in an Illinois Trade Mission to Canada headed by Lt. Gov. George Ryan.
Purpose of the Mission, Ivarie said, was to lay a foundation for future economic
developments between Illinois and Canada.
Ivarie represents the 13 east-central Illinois entities at an exhibit in
Toronto.

In conversation, Ivarie said, he "found at least two Canadian enterprises

interested in relocation to our area of Illinois as well as several other individuals
who might facilitate future endeavors."
One Canadian firm indicated an interest in exploring the possibility of relocation near Eastern "in order to capitalize on the expertise of Music Department
personnel and on the proximity of a musical instrument importer in Effingham.
Since his return, Ivarie has met with the Vandalia (Ill.) Industrial Development Corporation to begin creation of a marketing plan for the city.

He has provided

referrals of potential relocations to the U. S. to relevant local organizations.
Ivarie recommended to Ryan that investment/trade centers for Canadians be
offered in both the Chicago area and downstate.
In other activities relating to the economics interests of Illinois, Eastern's
Community Business Assistance Center (CBAC) has since its inception conducted 35
workshops/seminars.

A total of 713 persons, representing 212 firms, attended.

The Small Business Institute, also sponsored by the College of Business, has
serviced more than 50 small business clients.

More than 250 senior and graduate

business students were involved.
Many area businesses have consulted with College of Business personnel.
clients have access to the full range of business faculty expertise.

These
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Eastern students are also participating in economic advancement activities.
Ashwani Puri has been named to the position of export-manager intern for the
Chicago Steel Tape Co.
Thomas P. Dubrick, the firm's general manager, said "Mr. Puri's appointment
• should strengthen our position within the industry and enable us to reach
record sales levels in future periods."
An internship with the International Division of Department of Commerce and
Community Affairs in Chicago went to another student, Randall Stearns.

Stearns,

one of four students awarded the internship, assisted in the preparation of Gov.
Thompson's trade mission to Japan.
Ron Gjerde, legal counselor for the Governor's office, said the internship
"is not only beneficial to the student, but to the 1200 to 1500 small businesses
in Illinois that could be exporting, but are not."
Eastern is vitally involved in the economic promotion interests of the EastCentral Illinois Development Corp.

President Stan Rives is on the Board of Directors

and Ivarie serves as staff support.
Several Eastern employees have made significant contributions to the creation
of the Charleston Area Economic Development Foundation.
The not-for-profit Foundation is a corporation supported by the city of
Charleston, a major charitable organization, and contributions from more than 200
Charleston citizens and companies.
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